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Discussing entrepreneurship

You can use this exercise in a classroom discussion or as a way to get the young people into discussion with an entrepreneur you have invited into the classroom. 

Source: #(S)HEDIDIT: OVER ONDERNEMERSCHAP, JONGEREN EN DIVERSITEIT (https://www.shedidit.be/hetboek/)
The statements below come from the research and events from the #(S)HEDIDIT project about entrepreneurship among young female migrant entrepreneurs.
It is best to make a selection from the statements in advance, because 24 statements are too many to discuss in one session.
You will find various suggestions below on how to get young people to work with these statements. 

Statements

A. Skills  
1. If I really want to bring about change in the world, I have to start something up myself. 
2. People who work on a project of their own have a lot of self-confidence.
3. You have to be a good communicator to be an entrepreneur.
4. I need perfect social media skills to launch my project.
5. Entrepreneurs have completed higher education. 
6. I cannot be an entrepreneur and an employee at the same time. 
B. Family/environment   
7. My future choices depend on my family’s approval.
8. Entrepreneurs often come from an entrepreneurial family. 
9. If I live in a country other than my native country, I am more likely to start up my own business.
10. Knowing a lot of people makes it easier for me to start up my own project. 
11. Once you have children, it is harder to start up a business, especially as a woman. 
12. I have better work-life balance as an employee than as an entrepreneur. 
C. Society/preconceptions    
13. I have to work 24/7 to be successful.  
14. Entrepreneurs always want to make a lot of money. 
15. You cannot start a business if you are over the age of 50.
16. You must always have a unique, innovative idea to be an entrepreneur. 
17. Studying and starting up your own business is unrealistic. 
18. We often stand in our own way when it comes to achieving our dreams. 
D. Working method
19. If I have difficulty finding a job, I will start something myself. 
20. The results of hard work are always visible. 
21. There can only ever be a single way of achieving a particular goal.
22. Choose a job you love and you'll never have to work a day in your life. 
23. On social media you never see the entrepreneurs with the greatest impact. 
24. You are more likely to fail if you run your own business, which is why I won’t consider doing so. 


GETTING DOWN TO WORK  

1/ Debating the statements
Project a few statements from the list onto the screen or write them down on the board. Each student chooses a few statements and writes down arguments for and against. The different statements are covered in the debate. The teacher moderates and notes down the main arguments on the board. This results in a fairly free debate in the form of a class discussion. For this purpose, it is best to choose the statements from the list that will provoke the most controversy and that can lead to a constructive class discussion. (Werkvorm van de maand: het debat , 2015)

2/ Formal debate 
The teacher divides the students into two groups: one group for and the other group against the given statement.  In this way, the students learn how to debate arguments for and against a proposition. Give the students time to analyse the statements and come up with good arguments. They must also learn to listen carefully, because as well as formulate strong arguments of their own it is also important for them to effectively counter the other side’s arguments. For this purpose, it is best to choose the statements from the list that will provoke the most controversy. (Werkvorm van de maand: het debat , 2015)

3/ Which side are you on? 
Divide the classroom into two halves. On one side of the room there is a minus sign (-) and on the other side there is a plus sign (+). The teacher projects or reads out a statement, and the students who disagree stand on the ‘minus’ side while those who agree stand on the ‘plus side’. Those who have no opinion or are unsure should remain in the middle, but are not allowed to speak. When everyone has chosen their position, ask the students to take it in turns to explain why they have chosen their position. The students have one minute to convince the others or to go and join them. After everyone has spoken, ask the students who wants to change positions and indicate that this is the last opportunity to do so. 
Now read out a second statement and repeat the process. To ensure that everyone participates, you can encourage the quieter students to say what they think and ask those who always have a lot to say to wait a while. Try to give some idea of the connections with the reality of daily life, or ask the students to do so, by means of examples. For this purpose, it is best to choose the statements from the list that will provoke the most controversy. (Lespakket Geef Me 1 Minuut)

4/ Holding a discussion with an entrepreneur
If this exercise fits within the visit of an entrepreneur to the class, you can use the statements to get the young people to engage in discussion with the entrepreneur.
You can write down the statements on cards or project them and get the young people to choose statements or draw them from a pile, in order to start a discussion with the entrepreneur.
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