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Warm-up exercises

You can use this exercise to get the first discussion started with the young people about entrepreneurship

Source: #(S)HEDIDIT: OVER ONDERNEMERSCHAP, JONGEREN EN DIVERSITEIT (https://www.shedidit.be/hetboek/)
Research has shown that young people have a fairly conventional and intimidating image of entrepreneurship. For them, an entrepreneur is someone in charge of a (probably large) for-profit business. Because of this, they fail to see any entrepreneurs around them and entrepreneurship does not at first sight look like something for them. It is therefore important to give sufficient thought to the definition of entrepreneurship. You will find a number of exercises below which help to do this. 
1/ Icebreaker: Ask students to stand up if the answer is affirmative in their case. 
· Whose parents are entrepreneurs? Whose mother is an entrepreneur? Whose father is an entrepreneur? 
· Whose sister is an entrepreneur? Whose brother is an entrepreneur?  
· Whose grandparents are or were entrepreneurs? Whose grandmother is or was an entrepreneur? Whose grandfather is or was an entrepreneur? 
· Whose uncle or aunt is an entrepreneur? 

If there are students with a migration background or who are themselves migrants in the class, get them to think about family here, but also in their home country or other countries. You can ask the students who are standing up additional questions: 
- What kind of business is it? 
- Who helps your father / mother / sister / brother etc. in the business? Or who do they get help from? 
- How does your father / mother / sister / brother etc. get help in the business? 

When you ask these questions, the students may be unsure what an entrepreneur is or does. For example, ‘My grandfather and grandmother had a farm. Were they entrepreneurs?’ For example, ‘My mother had a veterinary practice in Venezuela. Was she an entrepreneur?’ For example, ‘My father is a lawyer. Is he an entrepreneur?’ 
You can invite the students to describe what they think entrepreneurship is. Afterwards, if they give an incorrect description, provide your own description/definition and examples. The exercise below may help you with this. 
2/ Photo collage
Use photos (search online, e.g. via Pexels or Pixabee), and compile a series of photos of people from diverse backgrounds (in terms of ethnicity, age, gender, etc.) and possible occupations. Get the students to categorise the pictures: entrepreneur or not? Organise a class discussion in which students are asked to give reasons why they have put their chosen photos in one category or the other. Ask enough additional questions of a reflective nature.
For example: Does starting a non-profit organisation also count as entrepreneurship? Use the photos of the athlete, singer, etc. to continue in this way. 
For example: Does having a job also count as entrepreneurship, or can you be entrepreneurial in a job?
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